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NEWS

Contact:  Mary Kay Grasmick, WHA 608-274-1820 or 608-575-7516 (cell)

Hospitals Serve Community Health Needs

Thousands of programs offered, millions of dollars spent to improve health status

A nurse intervenes and prevents an infant from dying of malnutrition in Milwaukee.  A man learns that he has prostate cancer at a free health screening in Medford, and credits that test for saving his life.  A Sauk City woman struggling with an aggressive form of cancer learns she qualifies for a charity care program.  Children who are obese receive special care through a weight-loss program established in Racine.

What do these stories have in common?  All are free services sponsored by community hospitals.  Last year, Wisconsin hospitals provided almost a billion dollars in health care services and educational programming that improved the health status of the communities they serve.  

This year the Wisconsin Hospital Association surveyed its 132 member hospitals and asked them to describe and quantify the programs, services, and activities that they provide at or below cost, solely because those programs fulfill a health need in the community.  Wisconsin is the first state in the nation to have all hospitals voluntarily report on the quality, safety, and price of care.  Now, consumers can also learn more about the valuable educational classes, free clinics and bill assistance programs and other health services hospitals offer at a new Web site www.wiservepoint.org.

According to the WHA Community Benefits Report, hospitals sponsored more than 50,000 community education and outreach programs in 2005 on topics ranging from asthma education to women’s health, spending more than $20 million on those activities.   More than 20,000 people participated in cancer screenings, and 30,000 people received free diabetes testing.  Hospitals underwrote nearly $7 million and logged more than 80,000 visits at free and reduced fee clinics.  

In total, Wisconsin hospitals provided almost $160 million in charity care (at cost), and sustained more than $500 million in Medicaid losses.  The loss on Medicaid is the difference between what it costs hospitals to provide care to patients in this program, and the amount of reimbursement they receive from the state of Wisconsin.  In addition, the 36 hospitals that operate nursing homes lost over $15 million on those operations.  

 “Whether it is providing financial assistance to patients with limited resources through charity care programs, or improving the access to essential or preventive health care services by sponsoring free clinics and health screenings, hospitals fulfill their missions by helping people live safer and healthier lives,” said Wisconsin Hospital Association President Steve Brenton.   






-continued-

There are several on-line resources that consumers will find helpful. 

· www.wicheckpoint.org -- Features information related to the quality and safety of care that is provided in Wisconsin hospitals.

· www.wipricepoint.org -- Provides information related to hospital charges, utilization and payer mix.

· www.wiservepoint.org -- Learn more about the programs and services that every hospital in Wisconsin hospitals offer in their communities, including personal stories that more clearly illustrate the impact that hospitals have on people.


# # #

Note to news media:  The examples used in the lead of this story, and many more patient stories are posted at www.wiservepoint.org.  Call Mary Kay Grasmick at WHA (608-274-1820) or your local hospital’s public relations or communication department for more information.  

Sidebar story:

(Medford)  Memorial Health Center recently held their 10th annual free Prostate Cancer Screening and served over 250 men on October 11th.  Dr. David Bluestein and Dr. Roy Brandell with Urology Specialists of Wisconsin, S.C., generously donated their time and patient care, as well as hundreds of donated hours from Memorial Health Center staff and help from members of the Memorial Hospital Foundation and Memorial Health Center Volunteers to make it a proven success.

“Out of 250 men screened, around 8% (19 men) were found to have some sort of abnormality or something to question,” said Dr. Bluestein.  “That number isn’t huge, but we may have saved the lives of those 19 men, considering some do not have symptoms, or see a family physician on a regular basis.”

“I was grateful Memorial Health Center had the screening or I would not have found out I had cancer,” said Allen Siok, Gilman, a 2005 screening participant.  “I was fortunate to catch it when I did because it was at the point of being high-risk for spreading.  This program that Memorial Health Center offers is truly a community benefit.”  
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