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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Free Prosate Cancer Screening Available

-A Chance of a Lifetime

(Medford, Wisconsin)  Memorial Health Center, an Aspirus Partner, will hold it’s annual free prostate cancer screening in the Specialty Clinics area on Wednesday, October 11 from 12:30-3:30 p.m.  For some, it will be a lifesaving event.

Allen Siok of Gilman attended his very first prostate cancer screening provided by Memorial Health Center in October, 2005.  He saw a posting at his place of employment that said men over 50 should be checked for prostate cancer and the number to call for an appointment.  At age 57, he thought maybe he should attend; after all, it was a free screening.

Through a blood test of PSA levels and a physical exam with the specialists during the screening, Siok found out there was something to be concerned about.  After biopsies were taken of the prostate, Siok found out he had prostate cancer.

“I was grateful Memorial Health Center had the screening or I would not have found out I had cancer,” said Siok.  “I had no symptoms whatsoever.”

Siok had surgery on January 9th and after a follow-up check-up in May, he is still “cancer-free”.   

“I was fortunate to catch it when I did,” said Siok, “because it was at the point of being high-risk for spreading.  I would recommend any man over 50 to attend a prostate cancers screening, or get checked by their doctor.”
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“Like Allen,” said Dr. David Bluestein, visiting urology specialist with Urology Specialists of Wisconsin, S.C.  “Memorial Health Center’s prostate cancer screening has been a true life-saver for many.  So many men don’t see the symptoms before it is too late.”

Prostate cancer is survivable if caught early, but early prostate cancer may not present any symptoms and can only be found with regular prostate examinations by a physician.

“Do not let fear and anxiety keep you from having the tests you need.  These tests can often detect, or help rule out, prostate cancer,” said Dr. Bluestein.

Since 1996, Memorial Health Center has offered a free prostate cancer screening for area men.  The screening has continuously been successful, with over 200 men participating last year.  With the help from the Memorial Hospital Foundation, specialists in urology donating their time and patient care, Memorial Health Center Volunteers, and hundreds of staff hours, the screening is a proven success. 

“This program that Memorial Health Center offers is truly a benefit to the community,” said Siok.

To schedule an appointment, please call Memorial Health Center at (715)748-8886, Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  Participants will enter through the Emergency entrance of the hospital.

Only men age 50 and over or men over the age of 40, with a family history of prostate cancer, are recommended to take advantage of this free screening.  Dr. David Bluestein and Dr. Roy Brandell of Urology Specialists of Wisconsin S.C., will conduct the screening.  Screening appointments will take approximately thirty minutes and a prostate-specific antigen (PSA) blood test is included.  Because this screening is being provided for free, appointments will be limited and only for men over the age of 50 or men age 40-50 with a family history of prostate cancer.  
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