Open Letter to the Medford Community:

You may have heard about the Taxpayer Protection Amendment (TPA), a constitutional amendment to “limit government spending.”  It sounds promising. Who’s not for government doing a better job of controlling its spending?  But like most things, it’s not that simple, especially if you are paying for health insurance.

You might be surprised to know that even without the TPA the state reimburses hospitals about 49% of what it actually costs to treat patients from government health care programs.  In most cases, hospitals, doctors, nursing homes and others are forced to shift these unpaid costs to everyone else, meaning higher health insurance premiums for us all.  

This “hidden health care tax” totaled about $550 million statewide in 2005.  That’s over half a billion dollars of unpaid state costs tacked on to our health insurance bills.  That is the situation we are in now, and it is likely to get worse if the TPA passes.

There may be serious consequences for our community and for Memorial Health Center if this amendment is adopted. That’s why I urge Rep. Mary Williams to vote against the TPA.  Though well intended, I believe this will be just another excuse for politicians to avoid paying the state’s bills.

Sincerely,

Greg Roraff

President & CEO

Memorial Health Center

