Beyond just X-rays Imaging Services gives view inside to help doctors treat patients





In 1966, four years after the hospital first opened, Mark Ruesch was hired as the second technologist in the X-ray Department.  “We had one radiography room and we were developing film by hand using wet tanks and a dryer,” he said.





In order to do fluoroscopy of the stomach or colon, the radiologist and the technologist had to wear red goggles for 20 minutes until their eyes adjusted to the almost dark room to do the exam.  The department was only doing general radiographs such as chest, abdomens, and extremities, etc.





Today, forty years later, the Imaging Services Department has two radiologists, 10 technologists, including a department director, two students and an office clerk.   There are three radiography rooms with one of them for fluoroscopy where exams are done with the lights on and the images are shown on a monitor.  The modalities added since the opening of the hospital include:  mammography, nuclear medicine, ultrasound, computed tomography, MRI and bone density.  





The original name of the department was called the X-Ray Department, with changing times it became known as the Radiology Department and now Imaging Services.  The Imaging Services Department is excited about moving into their newly remodeled space, which will be doubled in square footage.  Within the next few years, Memorial Health Center’s Imaging Services will implement a PACS system, which means that the patients films and records will be digital vs. on film.
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