Sterile Processing expansion a boon for surgical patients





Before construction Sterile Processing, formerly known as Central Supply, consisted of one room where supplies were kept and sterilization on surgical tools, equipment, etc. was done.  For many years Central Supply had all supplies including IVs for patient care, so the nurses and CNAs had to get supplies directly from Central Supply.  Later this was changed so that the staff of Central Supply would stock the departments.  Now, the departments order their own supplies, and the Sterile Processing area keeps a smaller quantity in case a department runs out.  All sterilization was done in Central Supply, but now we have a Sterile Processing Department where only sterilization and packaging of instruments for surgery is done. 





“One of the best features of the new area is the washer,” explains Bernice Holmes, Sterile Processing Technician and employee of over 40 years.  “Before the move, I hand washed instruments, decontaminated them in the sterilizer, and then sterile wrapped them.  Now, there is a decontamination room where instruments go in and then are placed in the washer.  After washing they come out in a separate room called the ‘clean room’, where they are ready to sort and package.”  





The Sterile Processing Department has come a long way since the opening of the hospital.  Now in their new space, the sterilization process is much more efficient.
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