Dr. Meyer’s work spans generations of medicine in Medford area





Dr. Walther Meyer remembers doctors making house calls in sleighs, $87 bills for delivering babies, and limited diagnostic capabilities. What still excites him is doing research to make the world a healthier place. 





Dr. Meyer has brought 6,720 new souls into the world and has treated many of them through the different stages of life. He is developing a study through the Aspirus Research Program to learn more about the health of his community. The study should give Dr. Meyer and other researchers needed data as they attempt to find ways of stopping chronic diabetes before it begins. Dr. Meyer hopes his research can make a dent in the mindset of treating symptoms instead of the problem. 





“There will be a tipping point, but it will be person by person,” Dr. Meyer said. “The individual mindset is going to change when we can filter the information. People have to understand the simple story and see it work for them. They have to have an understanding of how their bodies work.”





Dr. Meyer has experienced many changes in the medical world and its application in Medford.





His first clinic with two other doctors included a staff of a business manager, nurse and lab technician.





“There was less than one support person per doctor and now there are 20 in support of each doctor,” he said. “The diagnostic ability we have now boggles my mind.”





Dr. Meyer has spent most of his life in the Medford medical world. He was born on Second St., near the Taylor County Courthouse, and his father was business manager for three doctors. They built the first clinic at the intersection of State St. and Wisconsin Ave. The building is still part of the professional building located at that site, but is not used for clinic purposes. 





Dr. Meyer was finishing his internship at the University of Wisconsin Hospital and preparing for a residency in Marshfield when one of the doctors in the Medford practice died. He came back home as a short-term replacement and stayed.





“They asked if I could come up for a year until they found someone else,” Dr. Meyer said. 


He said it took a little horse-trading to get released from the Marshfield commitment. His father brought a radio station to Medford and his expertise was exchanged with investors hoping to get an AM station off the ground in Marshfield. He designed the studios and offices, which are still used in that community.





Dr. Meyer knew the other doctors in the Medford practice since childhood and they helped the kid get started in his hometown.





“They just really welcomed me,” Dr. Meyer said.





The first major upgrade in facilities was the building of the first Memorial Hospital. He said the Knights of Columbus were an impetus for getting the project rolling in Taylor County. 





The facilities were an improvement, but the modern facility takes it to another level. Babies were delivered in the operating room when the hospital opened and it has developed into the modern Family Center.





He said the surgical area has taken huge steps. Trauma treatment has changed over the years. The first ambulances in the area were hearses and the doctors took turns staffing the emergency room in the earlier years. 





Dr. Meyer did his pre-medicine undergraduate studies at the University of Wisconsin. He entered the United States Navy’s medical program at Northwestern University and was then accepted into the University of Chicago medical school. He served in the Naval Reserves and worked as a corpsman at the Great Lakes Naval Hospital. 
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